








– The Rave!
Glowsticks, gurning, gauntlets...

1,500 people on the guest list. A lorry load 
of booze. One in/one out. Whistles. Rizlas. 
Glowsticks. Mad dancing. Purported gurning.
	 Just another normal night in the agency, 
then, innit?
	 Arranged by the company’s infamous in-
ternal Piss-Up In a Brewery Productions team, 
the LBi Rave saw the Old Truman (which has 
some serious rave credentials right from the 
outset) turn into a boozy, gritty, dancey affair.
	 Friends, family, clients, and competing 
agencies were all invited. With rave manage-
ment skills that verged on the professional, LBi 
turned the night into a “celebration of nothing 
more than the fact that we all work in an 
industry which has risen above the recession 
and just deserves to get its trainers dirty while 
kissing goodbye to any hope of doing some 
work on Friday,” to quote one internal email. 
In their lyrical piece on the rave night, industry 
bible New Media Age started off their review of 

the night by asking a pertinent question:
	 “Well, were you there or weren’t you? 
We’re not talking about the Eighties rave scene 
– if you can remember that with any clarity 
then you probably weren’t chomping on the 
right disco biscuits. No, we’re talking about the 
LBi rave in the agency’s capacious Brick Lane 
offices last week.”
	 The magazine also heaped peace, love, 
unity, and respect on LBi’s executive creative 
director – “Award for outfit of the evening goes 
to LBi ECD and She Says prime mover Laura 
Jordan-Bambach” – before going on to state 
that “the tequila girls and Jägerbombs proved 
all too much for some people but helped pro-
duce tweet of the week from @golansleepweed: 
’#lbirave collateral damage; 7used condoms, 
1smashed toilet, 1hospitalisation, 1fight’” (ap-
parently, a cupboard door was stolen as well), 
and that “LBi definitely threw down the party 
gauntlet to the digital agency world.”

Executive creative director Simon Gill took 
charge of the musical and visual supervision. 
Following Dr Gill’s warm-up set, a guest mix 
was played remotely by Ian Tait from Poke, 
before DJ Cholly and DJ Brin got behind 
the wheels of steel to do a brilliant, storming, 
four-hour set. Advanced lighting effects were 
provided by our own managed services guru 
Jon Russell – who incidentally used to do 
sound and vision for Coldcut back in the day 
– and plundered his garage full of old disco kit 
for added authenticity. 
	 Limited edition LBi Lazer Ray Sweat-
bands (whatever that means) were handed out, 
drinks were free, hair was let down, toes were 
tapping, smiles and smileys were all around. A 
brilliant, thumping, pumping, grinding party 
was followed by some very sore heads in the 
morning after the night before. It was brave, 
not at all behaved, and fairly depraved. It was 
the LBi Rave. We miss it already.
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LBi blows its neon whistles

On Thursday 26 November 2009

LIST OF FIGURES

01 | Simon Gill & Nicky Gibson glow in the dark
02 | Rave girl: Anna Watson-Smith
03 | Laurent Ezekiel: Peace!
04 | Anil Pillai, Anil Pillai’s moustache, Chris Clarke
05 | John & Iain; Jacqui, Jake & Simon
06 | Rave crowd
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In the Kitchen
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Á la Carte

p Dorset Apple Cake & Pilau Rice

p Manchego & Meatballs

p Rotmos

p Cocido Madrileño

p Diet Coke

p Patatas Bravas, Kangaroo Stew & Yaki Soba

p Fish 

p & Chip

p Sunday Roast

p Doggy Bag
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